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IB HISTORY  
•THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE BEGAN IN SWITZERLAND IN 1968.

•TODAY THERE ARE IB WORLD SCHOOLS IN 152 COUNTRIES

•THE DIPLOMA PROGRAM IS RECOGNIZED BY LEADING UNIVERSITIES AROUND THE GLOBE

• IT IS THE ONLY UNIVERSITY PREPARATION PROGRAM IN ATLANTIC CANADA

•“THE PROGRAM AIMS TO DEVELOP STUDENTS WHO HAVE EXCELLENT BREADTH AND DEPTH 

OF KNOWLEDGE-STUDENTS WHO FLOURISH PHYSICALLY, INTELLECTUALLY, EMOTIONALLY AND 

ETHICALLY.” –IBO.ORG



BENEFITS OF IB
•IB IS MORE THAN ACADEMICS.  IT DEVELOPS MOTIVATED, CRITICAL 

THINKERS AND PROBLEM SOLVERS

•LEARNERS ARE MORE CULTURALLY AWARE AND ABLE TO ENGAGE 

IN OUR CHANGING GLOBALIZED SOCIETY

•A 2016 DALHOUSIE STUDY DEMONSTRATED THAT IB STUDENTS ARE 

MORE LIKELY TO EXCEL AND MAKE THE DEAN’S LIST.



IB LEARNER PROFILE
IB helps to develop critical 
thinkers, confident and 
independent learners, 
global citizens with proven 
time management skills



IB AT NORTHUMBERLAND 
NORTHUMBERLAND OFFERS THE FOLLOWING IB COURSES:

•IB ENGLISH LITERATURE HL  •IB CHEMISTRY SL

•IB FRENCH HL/SL •IB BIOLOGY HL

•IB GEOGRAPHY HL •IB MATH (ANALYSIS AND APPROACHES SL)

•IB HISTOIRE SL



THE CORE:  TOK, EE AND CAS
• HL CLASSES ARE 240 HOURS ( 3 SEMESTERS)

• SL CLASSES ARE 150 HOURS ( 2 SEMESTERS)

• STUDENTS WHO PURSUE THE FULL IB PROGRAMME WILL ALSO DO THE CORE SUBJECTS:

• THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE-THE STUDY OF WHY WE KNOW WHAT WE KNOW   (EQUIVALENT TO A YEAR 2 PHILOSOPHY COURSE AT 

DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY)

• EXTENDED ESSAY- A 4000 WORD ESSAY ON AN ACADEMIC TOPIC THAT THE STUDENT IS PASSIONATE ABOUT.  THE PROCESS BEGINS IN 

THE FALL OF THEIR GRADE 11 YEAR AND THE ESSAY IS DUE THE FIRST WEEK IN DECEMBER OF GRADE 12.  

• CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY AND SERVICE :  ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO BE ACTIVE, CREATIVE, AND TO SERVE IN THEIR COMMUNITY



IB CERTIFICATES

•STUDENTS WHO ARE INTERESTED IN PURSUING SOME IB COURSES 

ARE ABLE TO ENROLL AS CERTIFICATE STUDENTS.

•THEY STILL HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO EARN UNIVERSITY CREDITS.



MAY EXAMS

•STUDENTS WRITE FORMAL IB EXAMS DURING THE MONTH OF MAY.  

STUDENTS ENROLLED IN THE FULL DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 

COMPLETE THEIR NOVA SCOTIA GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

BEFORE THE LAST WEEK OF MAY.



● PRE-IB
• THE PRE-IB PROGRAM ALLOWS STUDENTS TO DO THE GRADE 10 ACADEMIC 

COURSE LOAD AT AN ACCELERATED PACE.  THEY WILL HAVE ASSESSMENTS 

SUCH AS RESEARCH PAPERS, LABS AND ORAL PRESENTATIONS WHICH WILL 

PREPARE THEM FOR THE CHALLENGES OF IB AND PREPARE THEM MORE FOR 

GRADE 11. 

• STUDENTS ENROLLED IN PRE-IB ALSO GET TO PARTICIPATE IN FIELD TRIPS, 

STUDENT CONFERENCES, AND HAVE OTHER EXPERIENCES ORGANIZED BY 

THE IB TEACHER TEAM.

• THERE IS NO PRE-REQUISITE TO DO PRE-IB IN ORDER TO BE ACCEPTED INTO 

THE IB PROGRAMME BUT IT IS ENCOURAGED.



PRE-IB COURSES
•STUDENTS IN PRE-IB ARE ENROLLED IN ENGLISH 10, MATH 10, FRENCH 10 

(IMMERSION, INTEGRATED OR CORE FRENCH), ARTS DRAMATIQUES (TO HELP 

DEVELOP THE ORAL COMPONENT OF THE FRENCH LANGUAGE), GEOGRAPHY 

10, PLUS AN ELECTIVE.  MANY STUDENTS CHOOSE PHYSICS 11 AS THEIR 

ELECTIVE BUT OTHER COURSE OPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE.

•PRE-IB HELPS STUDENTS TO DEVELOP:

•TIME MANAGEMENT SKILLS, CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS, ORGANIZATIONAL 

SKILLS, AND IB COURSE SPECIFIC SKILLS



MARKS CONVERSION SCALE
• IB ASSESSMENTS ARE GRADED ACCORDING TO A SCALE 1-7.  THE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION OF NOVA SCOTIA DEVELOPED A CONVERSION SCALE TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY IN 

THE REPORTING OF GRADES TO UNIVERSITIES.For 1–7 Grades on 
IB Courses:

7 = 99–100
6 = 92–98
5 = 84–91
4 = 77–83
3 = 70–76
2 = 50–69
1 = Failing Grade

For Theory of 
Knowledge and 
Extended Essay:

A = 96–100
B = 91–95
C = 80–90
D = 70–79
E = Failure



UNIVERSITY TRANSFER CREDITS
•STUDENTS ENROLLED IN IB COURSES HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

EARN UNIVERSITY CREDITS WHILE STILL IN HIGH SCHOOL!

•MANY UNIVERSITIES ALLOW STUDENTS TO GAIN UP TO 3-4 

UNIVERSITY CREDITS PROVIDED STUDENTS HAVE EARNED A SCORE 

OF 5 OR HIGHER IN FINAL IB ASSESSMENTS.



IB IS AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO NOVA 
SCOTIAN STUDENTS!! 
•THE NS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION VALUES THE IB PROGRAMME THEREFORE OFFERS THIS 

WORLD CLASS EDUCATION FOR FREE TO NOVA SCOTIAN STUDENTS.  

•THE NS IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME HAS AN OPEN ADMISSIONS POLICY.  IT IS AVAILABLE TO 

ANY STUDENT WISHING TO PURSUE A MORE ACADEMIC PATHWAY DURING HIGH SCHOOL AND 

TO PREPARE THOROUGHLY FOR POST SECONDARY.

•CURRENTLY UNIVERSITY TUITION IN CANADA RANGES BETWEEN 2550$ AND 10000$ A YEAR.  

STUDENTS WHO DO IB ARE NOT ONLY MORE PREPARED, THEY HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO SAVE 

ON UNIVERSITY COURSE FEES



TESTIMONIALS
•"I AM THANKFUL TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO COMPLETE THE IB PROGRAM BECAUSE IT CHALLENGED 

ME ACADEMICALLY AND IT HELPED PREPARE ME FOR UNIVERSITY. EVEN THOUGH IT 

WAS STRESSFUL, THE EXPERIENCE STARTED TO TEACH ME TO BE MORE INTENTIONAL WITH MY 

TIME MANAGEMENT, TO TACKLE LARGER PROJECTS, AND TO WORK INDEPENDENTLY. I FELT 

ENCOURAGED TO PURSUE MY OWN INTERESTS AND TO BE CREATIVE WITH THE REQUIRED 

PROJECTS, WHICH HAS HELPED ME TO BE MORE ENGAGED IN MY STUDIES. NOW IN UNIVERSITY, 

I CAN SEE VARIOUS WAYS THAT THE LESSONS I LEARNED WHILE TAKING IB HAVE SHAPED MY 

LEARNING HABITS AND MADE ME MORE CONFIDENT." 

 - NRHS IB DIPLOMA GRAD 2015



TESTIMONIALS 

•“THE IB PROGRAM ALLOWED ME TO EXPLORE MY OWN INTERESTS (ESPECIALLY FROM THE 

EXTENDED ESSAY) WHICH HAS CARRIED OVER INTO MY POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION AND 

CAREER ASPIRATIONS.  IT ALSO PREPARED ME FOR THE WORKLOAD AND ASSIGNMENT STYLE OF 

UNIVERSITY WHICH HAS BEEN INCREDIBLY HELPFUL!”

-NRHS IB DIPLOMA GRAD 2016



TESTIMONIALS

•“THE IB PROGRAM FOR ME WAS ABOUT LEAVING MY OPTIONS OPEN. NOT ONLY DOES IT 

PREPARE YOU FOR A SUCCESSFUL UNIVERSITY CAREER, BUT IT OPENS UP SO MANY MORE 

OPPORTUNITIES. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR AND SET YOURSELF UP FOR SUCCESS NO MATTER 

WHAT PATH YOU END UP TAKING. “

-NRHS IB DIPLOMA GRAD 2016 



TESTIMONIALS
“I AM HAPPY THAT I PUT IN SO MUCH HARD WORK IN PRE-IB AND IB ENGLISH.  I 
KNOW THAT IT WILL PAY OFF AND CONTRIBUTE TO MY FUTURE 
POST-SECONDARY SUCCESS.”

 –NRHS IB CERTIFICATE GRAD 2021

“IB DEVELOPS YOUR CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS AND PROMOTES A GOOD WORK 
ETHIC AND HABITS.  I LEARNED HOW TO STUDY AND MANAGE MY TIME WELL.”

-NRHS IB CERTIFICATE GRAD 2021

“CAS OPENS YOU UP TO LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE 
COMMUNITY!”

-NRHS IB DIPLOMA GRAD 2021



FOR MORE INFORMATION…
•HTTPS://IB.EDNET.NS.CA/

•HTTPS://WWW.IBO.ORG/

•CHRISTINA CAMERON

   IB COORDINATOR 

  NORTHUMBERLAND REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

cameronc2@ccrce.ca

(902)396-2750 ex. 1024

https://ib.ednet.ns.ca/
https://www.ibo.org/
mailto:cameronc2@ccrce.ca

